
Facets oF stone symposium
This day-long event brings together key people from all aspects of the 
professional stone sector, locally, regionally and nationally, to look at the 
issues and opportunities facing the sector in the 21st Century. The North 
Pennines is a national hotspot for stone products and stone skills so if 
you have any professional attachment then please register your interest 
and participate in this opportunity to work collectively for growth.

9.30am-5pm at The Bowes Museum, 
followed by evening presentations at 
the nearby Cross Lanes Organic Farm 
Outlet, 5.30pm-8.30pm.

Full day pass £20

Evening pass £20

Full day pass and evening £35

To book a place, Email  
thevarinitiative@gmail.com or visit
www.stonefestival.wordpress.com

Held in the splendour of The Bowes 
Museum, the day will take a broad view  
of stone business in the North Pennines.  
It will balance lively presentations with 
round-table discussions, exhibitions, 
and an evening meal and talks with our 
European partners regarding ‘The Green 
Village’ programme and ‘Accessing 
Vernacular Skills in built Infrastructure-
Leonardo Mobility’.

At the heart of the day’s programme are  
the two debating sessions.

The morning session ‘A Future for 
Stone’ focuses on the business of stone 
products and stone-skills. It will explore 

where growth is to be found and ask 
how the North Pennines’s sector in 
particular, can plan for that growth.

The afternoon session ‘A Future 
for Skills’ looks at education, skills 
and apprenticeships as these relate 
to the stone sector. Assessing the 
undoubted shortcomings of the 
system as it stands, the session will 
attempt to brainstorm its way to some 
form of pragmatic resolve.

The format of these two sessions 
requires you to bring your own 
knowledge and experience to the table. 
Here’s how it works:

A 20 minute presentation is given by an 
invited speaker on some aspect of the 
stone sector. You are seated on tables 
of seven and once the presentation is 
over, each table then debates a specific 
aspect of the presentation for the next 
20 minutes. A representative from each 
table then spends five minutes, in turn, 
summarising that discussion to the room.

This balance between listening and 
debating makes the event enjoyable, 
constructive and doubles as a speed-
networking opportunity of the first order.

9.30am – 12pm  
A Future for Stone 
9.30am – 10.40am  
Alastair Jackson of leading 
consulting engineering 
firm ARUP, who sits on 
the regeneration body City 
Team York, talks about the 
growing appeal of stone to 
architects as sustainability 
issues loom large in the 
construction sector . 
Followed by round-table 
debate and summaries.

10.45am-12pm Tom 
Lonsdale, a consultant 
landscape architect who 
was Chief Landscape 
Architect with Manchester 
City Council from 1975 
to 1989 and is an active 
CABE enabler, gives a talk 
on the centrality of stone 
products and stone skills 
to major regeneration 
projects. Followed by 
debate and summaries.

Lunch

12.30pm Singing 
Stones
Bobbie Millar of The 
University of Leeds’ 
Ruskin Rocks project and 
Quarry Arts will talk about 

finding ringing rocks, the 
Ruskin Rocks project and 
new initiatives. Followed 
by short recital on stone 
instruments.

1pm Talks by 
Stone Sculptors in 
Residence
The grounds of The Bowes 
Museum will be a hive of 
activity with sculptors and 
masons working side by 
side for two weeks. One of 
the sculptors gives a talk 
on his work-in-progress.

2.15pm – 3.15pm Talk 
by John Atkin
John Atkin is a Darlington 
born sculptor, now world 
renowned, who was a 
young protégé of Henry 
Moore. He will give an 
illustrated talk on his 
practice as a sculptor and 
the commissions he has 
carried out throughout  
his career.

3.30pm-5pm A Future 
for Skills
3.00pm-4.00pm Kevin 
Calpin, Chief Expert 
in Stonemasonry for 

Worldskills UK and formerly 
Head of Stonemasonry 
at York College gives a 
talk on the trends and 
imperatives of skills training 
and apprenticeships in the 
UK, followed by debate 
and summaries. Andie 
Harris of North East Civic 
Trust and Heritage Skills 
Initiative will be supporting 
the discussions.

5.30pm-8.30pm 
Sustainability 
programmes across 
Europe

Evening meal and 
presentations
Martin Clark presents 
several European 
programmes with 
representatives from across 
Europe in the fabulous 
setting of Cross Lanes 
Organic Farm, built and 
run by local stonemason 
Peter Coverdale and 
showing sustainable 
building techniques to 
the highest standard. The 
programmes presented 
will be ‘The Green Village’ 
and ‘Accessing Vernacular 
Skills in Built Infrastructure’.

The Stone Academy Presents

Tuesday 23rd October  
at The Bowes Museum


